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B E S T  S K I  S L O P E S  for less
As ski season returns, Louise Cameron-Hall highlights enchanting satellite ski villages that capture the 
timeless magic of the mountains – without the crowds or hype of their bigger, more famous neighbours

S A M O Ë N S ,  F R A N C E 

Why here Samoëns blends the feel of an authentic Savoyard 
farming village with the scale and convenience of a major ski 
domain, creating a balance between tradition and top-flight skiing. 
Unlike purpose-built resorts, Samoëns is a genuine year-round 
community where stone houses, narrow lanes and old workshops 
revolve around a historic square dominated by a 13th-century 
church and the famous Gros Tilleul (large lime tree) planted in 1438. 
A cluster of family-run patisseries, cheesemakers and boutiques 
adds to the village’s lived-in character. Despite the timeless charm, 
the skiing is thoroughly modern. Hop aboard the Grand Massif 
Express gondola, which reaches the ski area in around ten minutes 
and whisks you straight into the 265km Grand Massif network. 

Don’t miss the 14km Cascade blue run, from Flaine to Sixt, offering 
mesmerising big-mountain valley views. 
Alpine dining Expect a homely welcome at Restaurant l’Étable 
(536 Route de Lachat), a rustic mountain-refuge-style spot with 
pine-clad walls, red-checked tablecloths, a roaring open fire and 
traditional farm-to-fork Savoyard cuisine. Tuck into hearty classics 
such as soupe châtrée, made with potatoes, onions and bacon, or 
a rich croziflette – a local twist on the traditional tartiflette. 
Cosy stay The sleek, chalet-style Hôtel Alexane offers apartment-
style accommodation alongside a spa, hammam, pool and private 
shuttle to the gondola. Doubles from £134. 
mgm-hotels-residences.com
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Right: Away from the mega resorts, 
Maria Alm has good pistes for all levels 

Above and below: Samoëns may 
look like a Savoyard village from 
days of old but skiing is top-flight
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M A R I A  A L M ,  A U S T R I A

Why here Far from Austria’s mega-resort hubs, Maria Alm is a 
serene gem in the SalzburgerLand 120km Hochkönig Ski Amadé 
circuit that links the villages of Maria Alm, Dienten and Mühlbach, 
rivalling the better-known Austrian ski resorts of Mayrhofen 
and Kitzbühel. A pretty, traditional resort of church spires and 
timber chalets, with a name whispered by only a smattering of 


